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CLERICAL My understanding of Christrmas was shaped basically by growing up in the
lzte-40’s and 50's in the Midwest. [ have fond memories of my family’s holiday
traditions, but it wasn’t until | went to seminary and then began to serve
churches in the 70's that | discovered just how parochial, maybe even myapic,

my family's understanding of Christmas really was....

Christmas
N i For example, it wasn't until | was in college that | had any understanding that
Pﬁ” there was a Season of Advent — a four-week period of time before Christmas
ﬁd&»’ﬁ'flt that helped us prepare for something othar than the consumer-driven holiday
that is Christrnas even today for the majority of people in our cuiture. When
Wal-Mart employees begin moving artificial trees and decorations into their
stores in early October, any maaningful, spiritual preparation for a celebration
of Christ’s birth is almost literally pre-empted by such economic realities! These
days it's as though you have to live simultaneously in two time zones as you attend church and at-
tend to daily life. Unfartunately, the green and purple Advent Wreath doesn’t hold a candle to an
eight-foot, magical, tinkling lighted, baubled Christmas tree!

NZOH-IpOmwmMmAam

Once | began to do “intentional interim ministry”in the mid-80’s, | experienced an even greater
variety of customs and practices as | moved from one congregation to ancther nearly every year or
two, At First Pilgrim Congregational Church in Kansas City, KS, | remember having coffee and conver-
sation with Lloyd Wilson — a very Scottish gentleman — who said he would ncot permit his family to
cut and decorate a Christmas tree until Christmas Eve; and they always took it down on Epiphany at
the conciusfon of the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” all according to the custom in the “0id Country.”

| suspect that those old traditions trace their origins to a time when Christmas trees had real can-
dies — something that was and still would be very dangerous. 50 you wouldn’t want to have candles
on a desiccated evergreen tree any longer than necessary.... Moreover, well inio the 19" Century it
was believed, in Catholic circles at least, that if you remowved your evergreens and Christmas decora-
tions before February 2" — the feast of Candlemas — someone in your household would die before
next Christmas! So decorating too early can be hazardous to your health and undecorating too early
can dangerous as welll (Some more liberal interpreters held thot you could remove your decorations
on or dfter the Twelfth Day, or Epiphany, without fear of o curse ar bad luck.) Sometimes it is difficult
to separate the superstitious chaff from the spiritual truth in the wheat....

Whatever your family's traditions and practices are | hope they help you celebrate Christ’s birth
with a spiritual focus and meaning. The Season of Advent which bagins this year on the Sunday after
Thanksgiving, Novermber 3D"’, is designed to help you and your family — nuclear or extended — do
just that, The Advent themes of “hope, anticipation, preparation, expectation, journeving, and
patience,” helps us to be more aware and grateful for the “foy, peace and love” that are so centrat
to Christmas. | hope to have some ADVENT DevoTioNAL BoOKLETS avaifable by the end of the month {o

help you 2long your Advent journey to Christmas.

This has been a kind of seasonal potpourri of ideas about the Sezson of Advent. | look forward to
sharing all but the first Sunday of Advent with in worship!

chspeed,f l :



Advent Devotional for 2014

Tear Open the Heavens: Advent Devotional 2014 from the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group is 40
prages of unigue devotionals th_at encourage you to cry out for deliverance and celsbrate the
answer to that cry. God did tear open the heavens and come down, but not in the way anyone

predicted: in vulnerable flesh to love, heal, and suffer with us g5 one of us.
L

Devotional books have been ordered and can be picked'at services at the Congregational
Church.

Soup Supper and Tree/Sanctuary Decorating - Kovember 30, 2014 at 5:30 pm

Please plan on atiending the soup supper at 5:30 pm on Sunday, November 30, 2014,
Decorating the tree and sanctuary will follow, Piease bring the kids. we will be done in time
for a school night bedtime.  Soup will be provided. Please bring a small amount of crackers,

cheose, nr dessert.

Sunday School plans for December

The children in Sunday Schoot will be fearning the Christmas carol, The Birthday of a King, to
sing for the congregation during the Christmas season. We will be celebrating Advent with
candle lighting and scripture. The birth of our Lord is the culmination for the month long study

in song and stories, Cratts will refate to the season.

CHRISTMAS BECITAL DECEMBEBER 7,
2014 5PM AT THE CONGREGATIONAL

CHEURCH

The recital program is taking shape. We are missing some of our long time participants. Please
encourage anyone you know, that would like to participate, to contact me at 487-3474 or on
the Plateau Valley Communities facebook page. [ would be happy to accompany students that
might like to play an instrument they are learning at home or playing at school. We will have to

arrange practice time so please caii as s00n as possibie,

A reception will follow the recital with cockies, coffee, tes, and hot cider. Please plan on
attending. MERRY CHRISTMASII



TEAR OPEN THE HEAVENS | ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
2014 (THE STILLSPEAKING WRITERS' GROUP)

st %

5" S Pack- $15.00 <
Tear Opan the Heavens: Advant Devotional 2014 from the Stillspeaking Whiters' Group 1s 20 pages of
unigue devotionsls that encourage you to cry out for deliverancs and calebrate the answer to that ery.

God did fear opsn the haavens and come down, but not in the way anyone pradicizd: in valnerabie
fiesh fo love, h=al, and suffer with us 28 one of us.
Devaotional fitles includs:

« OMG, Isaiahi

» Apocalypss Not Now

v Jasus Goes fo Hell

» | Must Stop Christmas from Coming. . .But How?

« A Brood of Snakes

and more

FREE praview Mg,
Tear Open the Heavens begins Nov. 30 and can be used sach day of Advent in individual or group

s=ttings.

5-pack - $15.0C (plus shipping) The best value ¥ you'd like multiple copiasi

Single copy - $6.00 (with FREE shipping}

Click her# to purchase the 2014 Advent Bundie, which includes one 5-pack of Tear Opan the Heavens:
Advent Davofional 2014 and one copy of Essentizf Advert: Holy Momaats and Sacrad Expariences for

Ygur whoie Congraegstion.



9 THINGS EVERYONE SHOULD DO WHEN READING THE BIBLE
A few simple habits to build into your Bible reading.

By bronwyn lea

Very few of us have the inclination or interest in diving into three years of seminary education in order 1o get a
better handie on the Scriptures, However, every believer should long to get a hetter grip on the Bible. The
good news is that it does not require a graduate education to do so.

At serminary, | learnad Greek, Hebrew and all manner of intimidating subjects ending in —etics, but some of the
things that have stayed with me most dearly were not things from textbooks, but off-the-cuff comrments from
teachers who had walked with God far longer than | had. They were post-it sized truths, easuly understandabile
and readily applicable. Years after graduating, these are the things | still remember. :

1. Read ‘King’ When You See ‘Christ.’

Christ, or Messiah, means “anointed one,” and priests and kings were anointed. Substituting "King Jesus" for
"Christ Jesus” when reading draws attention to the fact that Christ was not Jesus' last name, but in fact His
title: one of great honor and esteem, Making that.one switch alone breathes new [He into reading the New - -

Testament,

2. Read 'You’ Differently,

Almost all the "vou" words in the New Testament are plura! you's rather than singular you's, The Southern
"y'2ll” expresses if beautifully: the epistles are written to believers corporataly, not believers alone, This does
not diminish personal responsibility at all, though. If anything, it heighiens it: we pray together, believe
together, suffer together, raise the armor of God together, Alt v'all.

3.1F You 52€ A “THEREFORE,” Fiihy Qut WHAY IT's THERE FOR.

Therefore, take note in bibles where paragraphs are divided up with headings Inserted by editors. If the
paragraph begins with "therefore,” you might have to pick up a bit earlier to understand the context,

4. ReALIZE THAT NOT ALL “}F STATEMENTS ARE THE SAME.

This was a watershied one for me: not all "ifs” are the same. Conditional "f5” are not the same as causal i ”
Some IF statements are always tied to the THEN one {if you stand in the rain, then you will get wet). Othars
have more risk involved: the IF statement is necessary, but not sufficient, to bring about the THEN cne {if you

study for an exam, then you will pass).

This makes the world of difference in studying Romans 8: “If you are led by the spirit of God, you are children
of fod.” | had always read that and been afraid [ wasn't spirit-fed enough to be considered God's child. lt was a
glary-hallelujah moment to realize this was the first type of if: "If you are led by the Spirit of God {and you
AREl, then you are alse always and forever His child,” What a difference!



5. RECOGNIZE THAT LAMENTING 5 OK.

Yes, there is joy and peace and hope in Christ. But true believers still mourn and lament. There is space in the
life of faith for complaining, tears, grit and depression. Just fnok at the Psalms.

0. REALIZE THAT PROPHECY 15 MORE OFTEN FORTH-TELLING THAN FORE-TELLING.

So often, our focus in eppreaching propbecy is to ask “what did they say about the future?” However, often
the prophets weren't talking about the future {foreteiling), they were explaining and interpreting israel’s
history and current predicaments in light of their covenantal behavior (forth-telling), and had little to do with
the future. Israel may have painfully aware that they had just suffered military defeat at the hands aof the
Babylonians, but it took the prophet’s words to exptain from God's perspective why this had happened and
what-lessons they were to learn from their experience, Poar old leremiah.

7. BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE IDIOMS OF YOUR KING.

Jesus' words were so often hard to understand: ¢ryptic, in parables, couched in Hebrew idiom. He spoke of
eyes being lamps and people being salt: language often so far removed from my understanding it was temping

~ to skip over the gospels to the much more familiar episttes.

However, if we have called Jesus "King " and "Lord,” we dare not skip over His words just because they are
hard. Commentaries and a little Internet research on the gospels go a long way towards filling in some of the
cultural and {inguistic blanls. As his followers and servants, it is our responsibility to keep on seeking

understanding.
8. REMEMBER WHAT YOU LEARNED IN ENGLSH CLASS.

The Bible is not an instruction manual, It's not a "how-fo " book for life. 1t is a collection of 66 books of
literature, and to interpret it correctly, you need ta remember whiat you learned in English class about

interpreting different genres of literature.

Bibiical truth is found in poetry, but we must read it as poetry. it is found in narrative, but we must read those
as stories. It is found in proverbs, and we must treat those as such. lust 3 quick moment to think "what book
am I reading from? And what type of literature {5 this?" can make a world of difference. Truth be told, the
Bible is nat an easy read, but it is absolutely worth the effart.

9, READ TO STUDY. SUT ALSD, READ TO REFRESH YOUR MEART.
Amid the hours of serious Bibie study, | treasured this advica. Sometimes, we read to study and understand

and wrestle with the truth, But sametimes, we read to malke our hearts happy, “Delight yourselfin the Lord,”™
for "your words are sweeter to me than honey.”

[REPRINTED FROM RELEVANT ONLINE MAGAZ[HE, THE MAGAZINE ON FAITH CULTURE & INTENTIONAL LIVING ]



Birthdays for Decermber  Annivarsaries for December  BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS

(Glemn Stoll George and Nancy Currier . .
Ben Hayes Jim and Deane Cole |, Hisabeth (Luke 15)
Kane Guuther Rick end Tani Cunther 2 Rachel {Genesis 30:14)
Rick Gumther Dick and Mavig Hess 3. Martha (john [1:24-2¢)
Jeannie Resves Gene and Deloris Scott 4 Mary (Lse [G3942)
. . , 5. Mary and Martha Johe | 1:32-39)
Jenmie Reiners Kurt and Shonie Thompsan ' Peter's (Mark :30-31)
Wratt Rollins .
Peggy Shiflet R I
Evonne Stites '

Women's Fallowship had a very successful Turkey dinner and even thongh it was so chilly, we had a
nice crowd Many thanks to the ladies that spent s much time in cooking and serving the dinner. We
also thank the many people who contribuied the pies and deserts. The town's people heve never lei us
down Our next meeting is 9 of December at 10:00 am, in the church hasement. We wish everyone a

wonderful Merry Christmas and Blessad New Year.

The Noigy Offering for December is the Christmas Fund which gues o the rtiremnemt acooums for ouz
pasors | know this is the most busy seasom of the year but we hapeynuwﬂlcomammnemtslike
the Recital and the soup supper and decarating the tree and enjoying the etmradeship of our fellow
neighbors.

BIBLE QUIZ

#2255 NOTABLE WOMEN, AND SOME
LESS NOTABLE (IID

. What New Testament woman was merried & a priest named

Zarharias?

A Whnb:gadberm‘uﬁ:rmemandnkﬁ,bopmgtheywmﬁ
help her bear children?

3. Tuwhatwmuandld]mdedarq“lamth:rsurrm:nd
the Jife™?

4. 'Who sat gt Jesos’ feer while her gister kept house?

5. ‘What twn women witnessed Tesus’ tears over their dead

brother?
6. 'What disciple's mother-in-law was healed of a fever by}aua?

—————
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There onee was a litle boy who had a bad temper. His father game him a bag of nails end told him that
every time he Jost his temper, he must hammer a nail intn the back of the fence.

The first day the boy had doven 37 neils inio the fence. Over the pext few weeks, a4 he leamed w
cuntruihmanger,thcnumherufnaﬂshammer&ddaﬂymtuthehnnknfmafenmlessmedandﬁnaﬂy

one day passed when he did not hammer a single nail

His father was very pleased and said to him, now come with me. He ook him o the back of the fence
and asked the boy o remove all the nafls. Srﬁveralda}rsw&nth}ramiﬁnaﬂydmbnysmd to his fathar -

all the pails gre gone now.

The: father was plaased and said o him, lets go and look and they both saw the number of holes in the
fence. The father wold him the holes represant all the nasty timas you lost your temper and now how
does the fence look to you? The boy realized he had nearly destroyed the fence and said he was so
sorry be had pounded so many holes and that it didn't look very good at all,

The father went on 1o say, the fence will never recover fromn what you have done and will look bad
imiil someome replaces the entire fence. Ii's like a parson who has been insultad by your bad humor,
Thié sZar will always he a reminder to them that you were 50 mean to them: “No matter how many firmes
you BZy you are 5Ty, there is still a scar in their hearts and the wound will still be there. Remembey
that friends are very rare jewels, They make youn smile and enconrage you 1o succesd. Do not hunt
your iriends and be mean. Please remember to treat everyone you know as nice as you can and then
you will have a great number of fiende, This also appiies 0 your family members. They need to ks
that you love them too. Now, vou are my friend and I love you and I am honored 10 be your friend.

Please forgive me if 1 have ever left a hole in your fance. . !
Forzivepess and understanding, that's a beautiful cambinarion. Gamison Keiilar
Never get 50 busy making a living that you forpet 10 make a life, Dolty Parton,

Tact is the ability o t=Ml someons to go mhﬁﬂmsuchawaythatﬂwylwkfmwmdmmetlp
Winston Churechill

Life itself cannot give you joy unless you really will itl.
Life just gives you time and space, i's vp © you 1o Gl it! From the Sundey Sentinel

May you alvays defiantly resist the aging of j"ﬂl.‘l.l‘ Spirit
No hour of life is lost that i3 speni in the saddie
Winston Churchill

My aim that when my hands will work no longer, that the
wark of my hands wiil still contine o keep on working,




